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This Is undoubtedly a valuable trait; and it works
in well with a rather loose hold on principle com-
bined with a keen realisation of purely personal
claims. The great party leader, who has won the
confidence of his followers by the display of energy,
capacity, courage and intellectual ability, may
execute, with something like impunity, the most
startling transformations. He may alter the pro-
gramme as he pleases, provided that he continues
to fill the bill himself and exhibit those qualities
by which he has attained his superiority. That
Peel, after his surrender to Boman Catholic eman-
cipation in 1829, should have been left with the
opportunity of "betraying" the Tory party a second
time sixteen years later, must always seem a marvel
to those who do not understand this feature of our
public life; but it was not more remarkable than
Disraeli's "leap in the dark1' in 1867, or Glad-
stone's capitulation to Home Eule in 1886, or Mr,
Chamberlain's abandonment of Free Trade in May,
1903. All these statesmen carried with them many
or most of their political adherents. The nation
was much more interested in considering the expe-
diency and possible results of the new movement in
each case than in discussing the consistency of its
authors.

The prevailing sentiment has always been very
much that which animated the Duke of "Welling-
ton when that staunch supporter of Protestant
ascendancy agreed to consider the Catholic claims
in order to avert, as he thought, revolution and
social disruption. " The King's government must
be carried on ": and the Duke was more concerned
in conducting the political campaign safely and
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